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How to get the most out of your landscape dollars
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So You Want To Landscape?

A great landscape requires a lot of planning and many factors to produce a livable
landscape you will love. Listed below are some considerations you might think about before
deciding on a final landscape design. The information you decide on will help your landscape
designer, to help you find a sense of well being in your home and have a landscape that truly
reflects your personality and lifestyle and budget. A good designer, with a copy of your current
water bill can figure future water costs on your new landscape design. A great resource to help

you make good plant choices for your Western landscape would be Sunset’s Western Garden

Book. This book will help you understand the plant choices and limitations you have as well as

guide you in the continuing care of your new landscape.
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Sometimes the very act of sitting down and asking yourself some basic questions will
bring great clarity to your mind about your home and your landscape project. I urge you to
answer the following questions as honestly as possible so you can stay clearly focused on vour
landscape goals. These first 3 questions will set the stage for YOUR landscape success. Don’t
shortcut this part of the process. Think it through and you will be rewarded with the perfect

landscape for you and your home.

WHY do you want to landscape?

What “Pain” or problem are you solving by landscaping?

When that pain is solved, what can that make possible for you?
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How to decide what your budget should be

Now that you have decided the reason WHY you want to landscape your home, it is time
to decide on a budget. Nobody wants to talk money. However, everyone has SOME pre-
conceived notion of what a big purchase like landscaping should cost, but rarely will they sit
down and crunch the numbers together to get a real idea of what the dream landscape they
envision will cost. Spouses often don’t talk about it to each other, or skirt around the issue until it

is too late and they have to sign on the dotted line or tell the contractor to get lost.

Setting a realistic budget is the hardest, yet the most important aspect of any large home
purchase. Most people think about their landscapes for months or even years before they call in a
designer or contractor to help them get started. Some people will call out several contractors for
their “ideas™ and pricing for months before they are ready to landscape just to get an idea of the
cost for budgeting purposes. This is really just a shot in the dark, because each contractor will
have his own ideas of what to install, and you will not be getting pricing on the same thing from

each, like comparing apples to oranges.

A simple way to get a starting point from which to work from would be to plan on
spending 7 to 15 percent on average of the value of your home for a simple landscape. According
to the PLANET, the Professional Landcare Network, landscaping adds value to your home and
your neighborhood. The right landscaping can increase the value of your home by an average of
15 percent, allowing owners to recoup 100 to 200 percent of their investment. Your landscape is
one of the first things prospective buyers notice when they visit your house. Realtors estimate
that 95 percent of home shoppers will not even get out of their car if the house lacks "curb

appeal.”

While landscapes can vary from very simple to very grandiose, you should budget the
money for the type of landscape you can afford. If you get fancy with lots of masonry or
concrete, Patio covers, outdoor kitchens etc then plan on spending more. However, if you are

like most people, and need to be prudent with your landscape budget then stick with the basics



=
and leave room to expand later if time, money and desire exists. Try pricing the features you
might want to add by making calls or check out home shows for pricing on the larger aspects of
your proposed landscape like outdoor kitchens, masonry walls, concrete etc. then sit down and

crunch the numbers with your partner or spouse and see what makes sense to you.

Since landscaping is like art and totally custom to the site and tastes of the client, you
can’t just Google it and figure out how much it will cost. The difference in the features of
landscaping can be compared to the difference in features for vehicles. You won’t get the same
features in a low priced Kia as you will in the more expensive Mercedes Benz. The size of the
area to be landscaped can greatly affect the price to landscape as well, with both extra small and

extra large areas having their own special challenges.

Most people are afraid to mention their budget to the contractor for fear that the
contractor will pick up on that amount and inflate their prices to fill the budget and the
homeowner will have paid more than they have to. You MUST develop a relationship with a
designer/ contractor you can trust and let them in early on your proposed budget. Most people’s
first budget or estimate for landscaping is usually too low due to their unfamiliarity of the time,
materials and unseen efforts that go into producing a beautiful landscape. Most contractors will
do their best to hit the target you have set for them unless it is unrealistic. They will be doing
both you and them no favors if they don’t tell you when your budget is not doable for the

landscape you want.

One special note here is be sure to calculate the amount of time and money you want to
spend on maintaining your landscape. Don’t plan on a large lawn area if you can’t afford or don’t
want to mow it or water it. DEMAND a designer and a contractor that will be able to tell you
how much time and effort it will take to maintain vour new landscape or that will tailor the
landscape to YOU and your lifestyle. Listen carefully. Do they have the expertise to know this.
One of the biggest errors in landscaping, both professional and amateur, is installing plant

material that is inappropriate for the space, climate or ability to maintain.

To help you set your budget, ask yourself the following questions and you will be well on your
way to a landscape that fits you.
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Have you ever had any professional landscaping done before?

How was that experience for you?

Area(s) to be landscaped

Landscape goals

How do you currently use the outdoor spaces you are looking to landscape?

How would you like to change that?

How much time would you like to spend taking care of your landscape?

per

Does the landscape need to have features for children in your life? If Yes, tell us the

number and ages of children/grandchildren

Do we need to consider features for your pets?

Is there a spa or swimming pool currently? or possibly later?

when

Are BBQ or outdoor kitchen areas to be included in the plan?

Will your sprinkler system be manual or automatic?

Will you hire a gardener?

Are you concerned about water use?

Are you interested in drip irrigation systems?

Are you concerned about soils or drainage issues?

Describe

Do you have any recurring pest issues? If so what?
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